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himself, and with Durrant, at considerable length, before
appearing in this elaborate costume, more suited to an
official reception than to a quiet house-party. Had his
guests been English residents in India, the Maharaja
would never have worn it for fear of exciting ridicule.
To Olga and her companions he excused himself by
explaining jokingly that he had only donned his <c war-
paint," as he called it, to give his travel companions the
right royal welcome he had promised.
Owing to the sudden failure of one of the companies
of which Mr. West was chairman, the Americans were
compelled to return to New York from Ghanapur,
Olga and they had realized that there was no opening for
a concert artiste in India, and that the thkst for Western
music, described by Ali Beg, had been a figment of that
facile liar's imagination. Consequently, being now
unable to offer Olga permanent employment, as they had
intended, the Wests meant to consult the Maharaja
about her future. On board the Shah ]ahan Olga had
learnt from Durrant that the Maharaja bore an English
title, in addition to his high-sounding Indian names, and
she had gathered that lie had many influential friends in
various European capitals, who might, she thought,
be very useful to her, now that she was free to tour in any
part of the world. Should the Maharaja declare himself
unable to assist Olga to become Petrovka, then the
Wests would retain her in their service until they
readied Marseilles. From that port she would return
to Tannenkop, for in his letter of condolence, and ill-
concealed delight at the death of Ali Beg, Ludwig had
informed Olga that her position as entertainer in the inn
was still open for her,
Olga*s joy was unbounded when the Maharaja con-
ducted his guests to the visitors* wing of the palace, and
she found in her sitting-room a Bluthner grand piano*
Upon the instrument lay a garland of red and golden
btaid attached to which was the Raja's visiting card